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DID 
THIS 
MAN 
KILL 
ALEX ODEH? On the Trail 

of theJDL 
Terrorists 

FIDCRAL INVESTIQATORS havT identif ied three 
American-born members 
of Rabbi Meir Kahane's 
violently anti-Arab Kach 
Party in Israel as key sus-
pects in a string of 1985 
terrorist bombings that 
killed two people, includ-
ing an Arab-American of-
ficial in California. 

The suspects, who cur-
rently reside in Jerusalem 

and Kirj at Arba, the large ultra national-
ist Jewish settlement on the West Bank, 
are Keith Fuchs, 24, from Log Angelee, 
Andy Green, 30, from Co-cp City in the 
Bronx, and Robert Manning, 36, also 
from Los Angeles, according to Justice 

Department officials and the suspects' 
New York lawyer. The men are known in 
Jewish activist circles for their uncom-
promising militancy and devotion to 
Rabbi Kahane. Each has been convicted 
of previous terrorist crimes either in Isra-
el or America, where they were members 
of the Jewish Defense League. 

A Justice Department antiterrorism 
task force is currently probing the JDL in 
connection with bombings, homicides, 
extortion, and kidnapping, according to 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Charles Rose. 
The Vfeice reported last November that 
the government's investigation was being 
obstructed because of the reluctance of 
Israeli authorities to assist the United 
States in following up investigative leads 
that point to JDL founder Rabbi Meir 

Kahane's followers in Israel and the Oc-
cupied Territories. The government's as-
sertions were detailed in an internal Jus-
tice Department memo obtained by the 
Voice. 

An attorney in New York representing 
the three men denied that his clients 
have any involvement in the crimes. 

An apparent break in the JDL investi-
gation occurred on June 22 when Man-
ning's wife, Rochelle, 48, was arrested in 
Los Angeles as she disembarked from a 
plane arriving from Israel and was 
charged with conspiracy in the 1980 mail-
bomb death of a California woman. An 
arrest warrant was also issued for Robert 
Manning in connection with the Califor-
nia letter-bombing. According to court 
documents, fingerprints of both the Man-
nings were found on a cardboard box that 
contained the bomb, which was addressed 
to Brenda Crouthamel, owner of Prowest 
Computer Corporation, in Manhattan 
Beach, California. Disg>.u.i«d as a new in-
vention, the bomb explore# when a secre-
tary, Patricia Wilkerson, plugged the de-
vice into a wall socket. Government 
officials have said in the past that the 
1980 bombing does not appear to be po-
litically motivated. 

Manning, who like nis wife has dual 
American and Israeli citizenship, has said 
through his New York attorney, Samuel 
A. Abady, that his wife's arrest in Los 
Angeles is an attempt to lure him back to 
the United States to face charges for ter-
rorist bombings the FBI has attributed to 
the JDL. 

Federal authorities believe that Man-
ning, Fuchs, and Green and at least one 
other person conducted a year-long 
bombing spree in 1985 that included the 
October 1985 pipe-bomb murder of Alex 
Odeh, an official of the Arab-American 
Anti-Discrimination Committee, in San-
ta Ana, California; the August 1985 
house-bomb slaying of Tscherim Soobzo-
kov, an alleged Nazi war criminal, in Pat-
terson, New Jersey; the September 1985 
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bomb explosion at the Brentwood, Long 
Island, home of alleged Nazi Elmare 
Sprogis, in which a 23-year-old passerby 
lost a leg; and the August 1986 attempted 
bombing of an ADC office in Boston, in 
which two police officers were severely 
wounded. 

The three JDL men are no strangers to 
police investigations. By his own account 
in an interview with The Village \bice in 
1985, Green has been arrested in Israel 
numerous times for anti-AraL violence. 
On May 13, 1980, in an unprecedented 
action, then Israeli Defense Minister 
Ez^r Weizman ordered Kahane and 
Green detained for six months under the 
1945 Emergency Powers Law promulgat-
ed by the British Mandate in Palestine. 
The law has been used extensively by 
Israel against Arab terrorists, but had 
never before been used by Israel against 
Jews. According to reports at the tune, 
Green and Kahane had been plotting to 
blow up the Dome of the Mosque in Jeru-
salem. Green now lives in Jerusalem, 
where he runs a private investigative firm 
with Manning. Green has told me his 
work includes kidnapping youngsters 
from cults and forcibly deprogramming 
them before turning them over to their 
parents for a hefty fee. 

Manning has had an equally violence-
prone career. Known as one of Kahane's 
most feared enforcers, this former U.S. 
army boxing champion, who was ulti-
mately bounced out of the army for emo-
tional instability while learning to be-
come a demolitions expert, is a veteran of 
terrorist bombings. Manning and fellow 
JDL member Phil Zweig, now a chiro-
practor in Los Angeles, were convicted in 

1973 in connection with the bombing of 
the home of accountant Mohammed 
Shaath, a Palestinian immigrant to 
America whom the JDL alleged was a 
member of Black September, a Palestin-
ian terrorist group. Flying debris from 
the bomb narrowly missed the man's 
sleeping two-year-old daughter. Manning 
received a small fine and a three-year 
suspended sentence after disavowing the 
JDL in court. Manning moved to Israel 
in early 1980. Prior to his departure, 
there had been a rash of similar JDL 
bombings of Arab-American-owned busi-
nesses, cf i and several residences, as 
well as attacks against alleged Nazis. 

"Before he job ed the JDL, Manning 
was a Hell's Angel type of a character," 
says Alex Sternberg, Kahane's former 
bodyguard and an ex-JDL official, who 
owns a karate school in Forest Hills. "He 
was a pool-hall fighter and a general no-
goodnik who got involved with the JDL 
and used the cause to justify his violence. 
In fact, it gave him a license to beat up 
people.... He's a big-, tough guy who fol-
lows orders and intimidates people." 

One story Sternberg likes to tell about 
Manning is about the time Manning res-
cued a woman who was being menaced by 
a drunken mob in front of a pool hall in 
Los Angeles. "He waded into the crowd, 
and carried her away on his shoulders," 
says Sternberg. "He had a cue stick that 
he \ roke in half. He dared people. He was 
probably foaming at the mouth. Kahane 
finds people like that." 

Fuchs, though younger than Green and 
Manning, is no less fanatic. Bearded and 
wearing a skull cap on his thinning black 
hair, the soft-spoken Fuchs was sen-
tenced to 39 months by an Israeli court in 
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July 1983 for standing in the middle of a 
West Bank highway and drilling a pass-
ing Arab car with his Soviet-made AK-
47. Fuchs later said he did a "tova" (He-
brew for an act of kindness) by not killing 
the Arab driver. On December 27, 1984, 
Fuchs was released early from prison, 
taken to Ben-Gurion Airport in hand-
cuffs and placed aboard a jet bound for 
New York. bred'? Supreme Court de-
creed that Fuchs r as not to return to 
Israel until such time as he would have 
completed his jriginal sentence. In recent 
years, he has shuffled back and forth 
between Israel and America on business 
for Rabbi Kahane. 

Abady, the lawyer for the three men, 
says the government is hounding JDL 
members because it is opposed to the 
group'8 political views. Kahane has told 
Abady, who ha* represented him in the 
past, that he feels he's the real target. 
"He believes his followers are being tar-
geted by the FBI because of his philoso-
phy," says Abady, who adds that no one 
has been indicted in the bombings, "be-
cause the government doesn't have a 
case." 

But on August 9, 1987, Larry E. Wack, 
the New York-based FBI case officer as-
signed to the JDL invesiig&tion, wrote 
Manning in Kiryat Arjba m ""ing him the 
bureau had a strong case agarnst him and 
his colleagues. The letter appears to have 
been written in an attempt to pressure 
Manning into cooperating with the FBI. 
"Our investigation has uncovered numer-
ous areas of interest to both state and 
federal law enforcement surrounding 
your activities and the activities of your 
associates," the letter said. "In addition 
to allegations of bombing/murder, at-
'empted murder and bombings in gener-
al, there are now allegations and evidence 
available revealing a pattern of racketeer-
ing activity which activity is covered un-
der the Federal RICO statute. There are 
severe penalties for anyone convicted of 
violations of this statute." 

Wack boaster', about the Joint Terror-
ist Thsk Force's prowess, saying it has an 
"extremely incredible record for putting 
domestic terrorist groups out of busi-
ness." Assuring Manning that the FBI 
was "not in the business of sending inno-
cent people to prison, or in this case to 
death row," he nevertheless warned that 
"the fact that Jewish extremists resorted 
to murder in 1985 in this country has 
intensified the investigation. I wonder 
what the Jewish community will say 
when tiie truth about the activities of 
their 'patriots' finally is exposed?" 

Indeed, the FBI has apparently gath-
ered a great deal of evidence linking 
Manning and his associates to the Odeh 
bombing, as well a« to ether alleged JDL 
crimes. According to police sources in 
California directly involved in the inves-
tigation, federal agents followed Fuchs 
and Manning from New York to St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on October 10, where they 
changed planes for a flight to Los Ange-
les. The men were later observed leaving 
the plane in Los Angeles, where the feds 
lost their trail. One of the men was spot-
ted flying out of Los Angeles at 7 a.m. the 
next day, shortly before Odeh was blown 
in half by a pipe bomb at the ADC office 
in Santa Ana. 

Within hours after the October 11 
bombing, the charred ADC office was 
swarming with FBI and TVeasury agents, 
the Los Angeles Anti-Terrorism Thsk 
Force, and the Santa Ana Police Depart-
ment. "The names of Fuchs, Green, and 
Manning were mentioned as the bombers 
while we were still in front of the 
bombed-out building," says a police offi-
cial who requested anonymity. "The in-
formation that Manning and Fuchs had 
flown out (to Los Angeles] on Green's 
credit card was available that first day." 

According to -he police official, the 
FBI seemed impressed by the sophisti-
cated nature of the pipe bomb—a trip-
wire device rigged inside Odeh's office 
door. "A timer on the bomb gave the 
tCTDrifte one minute to set the device 
and close the door," says the official. Ac-
cording to the FBI, the bombings of 
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Odeh, Sprogis, and Soobzokov were car-
ried out with similar devices. "Other 
characteristics that were similar in the 
three bombings indicate . . . the same per-
son or group did it," Thomas L. Sheer, 
then head of the New York FBI field 
office, told the Woke in an interview that 
w»* quoted in a May 6, 1986, story. 

federal law enforcement sources say 
that Kahane was seen in th« U.S. with 
the suspects not long before two of the 
blasts, including the Odeh bombing. 

The House subcommittee on criminal 
justice chaired by Michigan congressman 
John Conyers Jr. is preparing to hold 
open hearings on the status of the FBI's 
JDL investigation this summer. In light 
of the evidence apparently assembled 
against the suspects, the committee 
wants to examine why the Justice De-
partment hasn't charged the men and 
requested extradition. One theory, ac-
cording to a committee insider, is that 
the Justice and State departments are 
afraid to strain relations with Israel prior 
to the November presidential elections. 

Subcommittee officials recently have 
held several private meetings with FBI 
representatives about the FBI's JDL in-
vestigation. At those meetings, FBI offi-
cials have complained that their progress 
is being impeded by Israel's lack of coo-
peraton. Nevertheless, the FBI has asked 

hearings 
ing significant 

progress iiKthe investigation. 
"We have concluded they (the FBI] are 

stalling us," says the subcommittee insid-
er. At a speech to the Dearborn chapter 
of the ADC on June 3, Congressman 
Conyers amplified that view. Conyers 
told the group that the spate of recent 
racial discrimination suits brought by 
black and Hispanic FBI agents are fur-
ther evidence that the FBI is a "racist" 
institution "which hasn't changed since 
Hoover's day." Given that fact, Conyers 
said, it would not be surprising if the FBI 
were not vigorously pursuing the murder 
of an Arab American. An FBI spokesman 
in Washington said the bureau would 
have no comment. 

Another problem in the JDL case ap-
pears to be the difficulty in extraditing 
individuals from Israel. The U.S. hasn't 
successfully extradited anyone from there 
since 1967. Though Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Nancy Widen Stock told the Voice 
that her office is "still considering the 
possibility of an extradition," it is well 
known that the JDL has long used Israel 
as a safe haven from prosecution in 
America. In March 1973, for example, the 
U.S. government requested the extradi-
tion of Jerome Zeller, who was wanted in 
connection with the death of Iris Kones, 

choked to death from the fumes of a -JDL 
firebomb set off in the Midtown Manhat-
tan office of impressario Sol Hurok. The 
JDL, which was then at the height of its 
campaign to dramatize the plight of Sovi-
et Jews, had targeted Hurok because 
Hurok was bringing Soviet performing 
artists to the U.S. Zeller was arrested and 
imprisoned in Tfel Aviv, but was released 
on $1200 bail. Soon after, he was wound-
ed in a tank on the Golan Heights during 
the Yom Kippur War. The U.S. govern-
ment made another request for Zeller af-
ter the war. "The reply was you can make 
it and hold your breath until you die 
'cause you ain't going to get him because 
he's a national hero," says Joseph Jaffe, 
the former U.S. attorney who prosecuted 
the case Zeller is today living in a West 
Bank settlement with his family. 

Although U.S. officials have good rea-
son to fear what would surely be a messy 
extradition hearing in Itrael—where in 
certain nationalist circles crimes against 
both Arab-American supporters of the 
PLO and Nazi war criminals are viewed 
favorably—FBI agent Wack seems con-
vinced that Manning and his friends will 
not escape justice. "Justice itself is 
slow.. ." hf wrote to Manning last Au-
gust, but "please don't believe ANYONE 
will escape extradition." • 
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