Child-abuse
awareness
spurs reform

By Jeff Weir
The Register

SACRAMENTO — Child-abuse
problems, routinely “swept under
the rug” 10 years ago, have be-
come a rallying point for the public
and fuel for many needed reforms,
Attorney General John Van de
Kamp said Monday,

Burgeoning public awareness,
evidenced by a 986 percent in-
crease in child-abuse reports since
1975, also helped propel several
significant bx]ls into law during the
1985 legislative year, he said. This
year, the number of reports are
projected to increase by 25 per-
cent, to 52,677.

Most of the governmental
changes were spearheaded by a
panel appointed by Van de Kamp,
the Commission on Enforcement of
Child Abuse Laws. Six months ago,
the commission released an 85-
point reform package, the *Chil-
dren’s Bill of Rights.”" Since then,

of the recommendaiions have
been put into action, Van de Kamp
said.

Van de Kamp said that in 1975,
“child abuse was an issue that
most people just wanted put under
the rug. They didn’t want to talk
about it. But we made a very im-
portant discovery — (that) the
abused become the abuser. ... Few
people were willing to muke the
connection between the ugly prob-
lem of child abuse and the ugly
problem of violent crime.”

The commission, flanking Van
de Kamp at a press conference,
met Monday in Sacramento to re-
view the implementation of its
“Billof Rights."” It then met to con-
sider possible ion:
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Store cleanup

Orange County fire Capt. Lany Black, right, and
engineer Tom Wall discuss how to remove a car that
crashed through the side of a pharmacy at 5311
University Drive in Irvine late Monday afternoon. The

driver and a shopper suffered minor injuries in the
crash and both were taken to Tustin Heaith Care
Medica) Center. Police believe the car's accelerator
may have stuck, sending the car into the store.

Todd Buchanan'The Register

Jury selection begins in Stanton
widow’s suit against tobacco firm

Associated Press

SANTA BARBARA John
Mark ith, crippled by heart

for new laws in 1986.

The 1985 “‘report card,” Van de
Kamp said, included passage of
the following bills:

One measure authorizes
judges to protect child witnesses in
criminal cases from harassment
and repetitive questioning. The
legislation also aliows children to
complete their testimony, without
cross examination, before being
challenged on grounds of compe-
tency.

l A second bill forces the De-
partment of Social Services and
Attorney General's Office to re-
view the statewide “child abuse
registry” before granting day- care
licenses to any

disease, lunig cancer and emphyse-
ma, lived his final years on bottled
oxygen.

Yet his widow and children, resi-
dents of Stanton, contend he was so
addicted after nearly 50 years of
smoking that he yanked back the
oxygen mask to sneak a puff of

- Camel, Salem or Winston ciga-

rettes.

On Monday, jury selection began
in Galbraith's survivors’ $1 million
liability suit against R.J. Reynolds
‘Tobacco Co. and two stores.

The suit, hemg heard in Santa
Barbara County Superior Court, is
the first among about 35 new liabil-
ity ;\ms against Reynolds to go to

tri

B A related bill gives the De-
partment of Social Services more
discretion to revoke day-care li-
censes, while requiring develop-
ment of ‘guidelines for investigat-
ing child-abuse incidents in day-
care facilities.

Tob: industry
and some financial analysts said a
win for Galbraith’s family could
trigger a billion-dollar flood of sim-
ilar claims against tabacco compa-
nies and open the door for liability
suits against a wide range of goods,
from liquor to fatty foods.

The wrongful-death suit filed in
1983 against Reynolds and two
stores that sold Galbraith ciga-
rettes, claims his 1982 death at age
69 was due to injuries that resulted
from cigarette smoking.

It alleges that the cigarettes Gal-
braith smoked for about 50 years
were “defective and unsafe for
their intended purpose in that they
contained contaminated, adulter-
ated, impure, harmful, 1ethal and
carcinogenic ingredients.”

“The heart of the law suit is to
have an American jury, having
heard the medical and scientific
evidence presented by both sides,
find that cigarettes cause human
illness and especially, Mr. Gal-
braith's death,” said Paul Mon-
ZlDﬂB associate to attorney Melvin
Belli, who is handling the case for
Gaibraith's widow, Elayne, and
son and daughter.

Similar suits have been brought
before, but Reynolds spokesmen
say the tobacco industry never has
been found liable for damages re-
sulting in death or disease stem-
ming from cigarette smoking.

However, Belli, one of the na-

COMMITTEE: Project now based in Wisconsin

FROM Bt

as an agent for the i
Vietnamese regime. Cooperman's
committee bolstered the Hanoi
government by trying to provide
doctors and scientists with high-
technology equipment, May said.

May also claimed that Cooper-
man may have angered officials in
Hanoi by selling them counterfeit
Apple computers.

According to May, the professor
— afraid he would be killed either
by opponents or supporters of Hn—
noi — caused his own “accidental’
death by forcing Lam to engage in
horseplay with a loaded pistol.

But, committee officials insist
that both the work of the professor
and his organization were apoliti-
cal and humanitarian. Cocperman
was not a supporter of the Hanoi
govemmenl they say, and fnends
say he was “politically naive."

Professor Judith Ladinsky, a
Cooperman protege who took over
the committee reins and moved its
headquarters to her office at the
University of Wisconsin, says the

€6 | hope Ed
Cooperman’s dream will
continue forever. ... The
sick and poor should have
no political bounds.
Cooperman’s work was
horrendously distorted by
publicity surrounding his
shooting. 9%

r. Stephen Atwood
Columbia University official,
on Cooperman, left

Vietnam's “'i

isolation.”

professor and the or
were ‘“vilified” by May. She
blamed the news media for pub-
lishing May's remarks and damag-
ing the reputation of the professor
and his organization.

The committee had difficulty
surviving the ordeal, she said. Al
of the committee’s financial re-
cords were seized by police, she
said, and **a lot of the information
was in Ed's head and died with
him

In addition, many friends and fi-
nancial supporters of the commit-
tee mistakenly thought the organi-
zation folded after Cooperman was
killed, causing a serious funding
shortage for several months, ac-
cording to Ladinsky.

Ladinsky said she keeps a lower
profile than Cooperman, and that
her own life has not been threat-
ened since she became head of the
committee. Cooperman _main-
tained close relmmnsmps with
many of his Vietnamese students,
but Ladinsky said she is not per-
sonally involved with Vietnamese
students — partly because Madi-
son, Wis., has a tiny refugee com-
mum

Beslde the bone-marrow mis
sion, the committee has hosted a
dozen Vietnamese scientists visit-
ingthe United States, she said. The
visitors took home ‘medical and sci-
entific books, journalsand supplies
—to counter what Ladinsky terms

»

Inturn, about 17 U.8, doctors and
scientists visited Vietnam under
thgdcommittee’s sponsorship, she
said.

Ladinsky said she hopes the
committee “will survive my life-
time. As years go by, I believe the
people who left Vietnam will begin
to have a more positive feeling
about the remaining population
and their needs. But there will al-
ways be those who don't support
our efforts because they can’t sep-
arate the people from the govern-
ment."

Meanwhile, Cooperman's Cal
State Fullerton nfﬁce has been re-
furbished and turned over to part-
time professors who did not know
him. The eldest of his two daugh-
ters, Francoise, 18, began attend-
ing the university this fall.

His widow, Klaaske, has im-
mersed herself in the Anaheim-
based Dutch Club and is in the
midst of remodeling her Fullerton
home: She said her family is living
on her husband’s life-insurance
benefits.

She also has filed a_wrongful
death lawsuit against Lam and
“unnamed others.” Through the
courts, she hopes to gain access to
information that she contends was
not disclosed by Orange County
prosecutors in the criminal trials
and proves her husband’s death
was related to his efforts to provide

&
i

aid to Vietnam.

Cooperman spent most of his
waking hours in his campus office,
and Mrs, Cooperman acknowl-
edges that she knew little about her
husband's daily activites before
his death. She said she was sur-
prised to learn of his involvement
in more than 30 humanitarian or-
ganizations, mostly on behalf of
Southeast Asia.

When he died, Cooperman was
working with Vietnamese scien-
tists to determine the effects of the
defoliant Agent Orange, which was
sprayed over large sections of
Vietnam by U.S. military forces
during wartime.

‘1 suddenly realized why he was
never home and why he got tele-

phone calls at all hours of the day Mamar

and night” from around the world,
Mrs. Cooperman said.

Her husband knew his activities
antagonized some people and that
he was in danger, she said.
spring before his death, Cooper~
man was shocked by news that a
friend and his wife who supported
the Hanoi government had been
ambushed by gunmen in San Fran-
cisco. The woman died of gunshot
wounds.

“The wrong person is dead,”
Cooperman told his daughters, his
wife said, *‘Next time it will be
me.”

tion’s leading personal injury law-
yers, said he believes he can win.
Belli has brought similar cases
against Reynolds and lost them all,
the first 25 years ago.

Belli sought out the Galbraith
family — a practice prohibited by
California law unless the attorney
pledges any proceeds to the public
good. Belli says he will donate any
income he receives from the case
to cancer research.

Unlike previous cases, Belli said
this trial will focus on smokers’ ad-
diction and on new scientific eyi-
dence linking smoking with dis-
eases.

Belli said he would seek out
smokers for the jury, since they
will better understand his claim of
addiction.

But Reynolds' attorney, John
Strauch, said cigarette smoking
does not meet lhree tests of addic-
tion — that addict i

JDL is the second -
most active terrorlst
group, FBI says

Group linked to Santa Ana bombing death :

By Adam Dawson
‘The Register

LOS ANGELES — The Jewish
Defense League, blamed by the
FBI for the October bombing death
of Alex Odeh in Santa Ana, is the
second most active terrorist group
in the United States, according to
FBI reports.

‘The bombing occurred Oct. 11 at
the West Coast headquarters of the
American-Arab Anti-Discrimina-
tion Committee. Odeh, 41, was the
head of the committee’s West
Coast office.

‘The JDL, which began as a secu-
rity patrol to protect Orthodox
Jews in New York City in 1968, has
changed over the years into a con-
frontational group that the FBI
now links to 37 terrorist attacks
from 1977 to 1984,

The league pursues “a dual-
track strategy alternating between
civil disobedience and generally
peaceful protest to vandalism and
oumght acts of terrorism,” wrote

Bruce Hoffman, a Rand Corp. ter-
rorism analyst in 1984 in an essay
on the Jewish Defense League.

Those acts of terrorism, accord-
ing to the FBI, have ranged from
bombing the cars of Soviet diplo-
mats in New York City to the 1982
arson attack on a Brooklyn, N.Y.,
restaurant that left one man dead.

The restaurant was believed by
members of the JDL to be a head-
quarters for the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization.

Only Puerto Rican terrorists,
whom FBI reports link to 161 at-
tacks durin, the same period of
time, have been more active an the
terrorist front.

*‘We are not a terrorist organiza-
tion,”" said JDL director Irv Rubin.
Rubin said the FBI's public linking
of his organization to the Odeh
bambmg and two on the East Coast
is “wreakmg havoc” with the

rou]

“The FBI, through the media, is
‘making me look like a cold-blooded
murderer,” he said in an interview
last week.

The statement by FBI spokes-
man Lane Bonner linking the Jew-
ish Defense Legaue to the Santa
Ana bombing and two on the East
Coast may \mderstale me group’s

dosages, that he suffers withdraw-
als when he quits and that his ad-
diction interferes with social and
work activities.

FUNERAL AND DEATH NOTICES

ctivities g
tors in the case.

Investigators believe at least
four bombings earlier this year

€6 | don't care what the
FBI has said in the past;
The man (Odeh) has .

become a martyr, and th
FBl is laying it on our
doorstep. They are killing’
us. 9%

Irv Rubiry
director, Jewish Defense Lelagb‘e
—_— e

may be connected to the group
Bonner said those incidents,
cluding two in Los Angeles and the;
attempted bombing of the Ameri-"
can-Arab Committee's Boston of-
fice, are under investigation.

“I don’t care what the FBI has
said in the past,” Rubin said. “The
man (Odeh) has become a martyr;
and the FBI is laying it on nurduox‘«
step. They are killing u s

Rubin, who was born in Mamxjeal‘
in 1945, moved to the Los Angeles.
area in 1961. He attended Granada,
Hills High School in the San Fer-
nando Valley and Los Angeles,
Community College.

After spending four years in the.
U.S. Air Force, Rubin returned to,
Los Angeles and joined the JDE
after hearing Rabbi Meir Kahane,
the JDL’s founder, speak. .

Since then he says he has I:'een.
arrested ‘‘more times than I can
remember” at JDL protests, al-
though he says he never has be!:n‘
convicted of a felony.

Last year he was named nsmnal
director of the JDL, which has]
been in a state of flux since Kahane;
emxgra!ed to Israel in the muL
19%

“The JDL suffersd tremendnus»
ly when he left,” Rubin said. .

The New York City chapter col-!
lapsed, and various splinter groups;
surfaced, including the Jewish Di-;
rect Action, the United Jewish Un-
derground and the Jewish Defen
ers.

Investigators believe all of the
groups, with the exception nf ﬂw
Jewish Direct Action, are an "ex-
tension” of the Jewish Defense;
League, according to the FBI's !er4
TOTiSIM reports.

Hoffman and mhersbe\-evewn’é
petition between the groups has fus
eled the sudden increase in terrof-
ist attacks on groups perceived q@-
anti-Jewish targets.
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